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1 . This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 to. 1(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 
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applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Certain defects in the international application 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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date (Rule AAbis .2). 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



2 - »«%t»::a?- ~ 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained .in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

4. Additional comments: 
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SS.J&Jf If as S d s *f tement under Rule 436fe1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

0 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 1-10 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 1-10 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 1-10 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 

D1: US-A-4308928 

2. The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claim 1 . is 
not clear. 

2.1 The expression "....endless movable conveyors which are movable in both directions 
along their longitudinal plane..:." is vague and unclear and leaves the reader in doubt as to 
the meaning of the technical features to which it refers, thereby rendering the definition of 
the subject-matter of said claim unclear(Art. 6 PCT). 

2.2 It is clear from the description on page 7, line 15-16 that the following feature is 
essential to the definition of the invention: 

(1 ) "...the movable conveyor is moved as a whole..." 

Since independent claim 1 does not contain this feature it does not meet the requirement 
following from Article 6 PCT taken in combination with Rule 6.3(b) PCT that any 
independent claim must contain all the technical features essential to the definition of the 
invention. 

3. NOVELTY 

3.1 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses a method of automatically feeding and transporting food products from an 
in-feed device lo a combination weigher, which automatically selects horn a number of 
portions of known weight the best combination horn which to make a batch of fixed 
weight with minimum give-away, wherein the main steps of the preferred in-feeding 
method comprises the feeding of the raw material from bulk by means of a tub tipper and 
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a conveyor belt onto a infeed and dispersion machine, consisting of two product dispersers 
and revolving scales, and thereafter onto the moveable transporting device (see abstract, 
fig.1). 



3.2 The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from document D1 in that comprises the step of: 
- feeding the raw material evenly and accurately onto at least one und up to an unlimited 
number (n) of independent, endless movable conveyors, which are moveable in both 
directions along their longitudinal plane independently of each other, and then, when the 
conveyor belt(s) is running, transporting the raw material to a combination weigher, 
consisting of a corresponding number of rows of pool hoppers, where each row can have 
an unlimited number of pool hoppers and a corresponding number of rows of weighing 
hoppers as befits the number of movable conveyors, with one particular movable conveyor 
feeding one particular row of pool hoppers and weighing hoppers. 

3.3 Therefore , the subject-matter of claim 1 is new and meets the requirements of Article 
33(2) PCT. 

3.4 Claims 2-10 a re dependent claims and thus meet the requirements of Art. 33(2) PCT. 

4. INVENTIVE STEP 

4.1 The subject-matter of claim 1 is not disclosed or suggested by document D1 , therefore 
the subject-matter of claim 1 meets the requirements of Art. 33(3) PCT. 

5. INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

5.1 The subject-matter of independent claim 1 and the subject-matter of the dependent 
claims 2-1 0 meet the requirements of art. 33(4) PCT. 
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